                                                                                                              August 31, 2018

Dear Parents, 

Today was our 10th day of school!!  We’re making a sticker chart every ten days until day 100.  I hope that your child is enjoying their time with us.

This week in Jesus Time, we started the Creation Story.  We are going to take about 3 weeks to complete this, as we’re making a booklet to help to reinforce the story, and help us to remember.  This week we studied Day 1, when God said, “LET THERE BE LIGHT”.  Have your child tell you some details here.  We also discussed Day 2 when God made some of the world land, and some sky and water.  He ended each of His days of creation by saying “This is good.”   Our Bible words were:  All things were made by Him.

We started the alphabet this week.  Have your child tell you about Alexander Alligator.  He is one of our many puppet friends that will visit us from time to time.  He talked to us about the letter “A” and some of the words that begin with “A”.  We learned some facts about alligators from Alexander.  See what they can tell you about the alligators eye lids (he has 3), and ask about the sound that a baby alligator makes.  A mom lays as many as 60 eggs at a time.  Your child should be able to sing a song about Apple Auntie, and even tell you a story about her.  Thanks for helping your child get the letter paper in on time.  The papers were great, but fortunately, “B” things are easier to find.  Those papers will come home on Tuesday.  Please remember that your child needs to know what the pictures are, and words should only be used if your child knows that word.  You might want to ask your child what was in the Sound Box--that might give some ideas for finding things beginning with the letter.   

We’re working on practicing writing our name “The Kindergarten Way”, watching the letter size, watching how we hold our pencil, and making sure that our letters start at the top and come down.  I sent home a practice sheet.  Please have your child trace the dotted lined name, and then practice on their own on the lines with a star.  Guidance on this will be helpful since we’ve just begun.  I’ve sent a pencil and a grip (holder) for those needing extra help in holding the pencil correctly.  THANKS for helping us along.  We’ll be doing more practice here also.  

In Math this week, we worked on RIGHT HAND and LEFT HAND.     Next week we’ll begin learning the Pledge to the flag—to also help us to use our RIGHT hand.  We also have discussed things INSIDE and OUTSIDE.  This is a snap for us.  Remember, our math is being done in a book.  It will be sent home at the end of a unit.  

The Book Buddies made their second trip home.   Please remember to help them to take good care of the book, the buddy, and the bag.  Be sure to get them returned by Tuesday.  You did GREAT this first time.   Check the Information Book if you aren’t sure about them.  Please keep the NAME CARD in the bag each week.

If you have not gotten started on the Books Read to Me list yet, please do so.  I know that this program helps children to develop a love for reading, and helps them with some beginning reading skills.  I’d like to see at least one book read per day.  See if you can get the lists coming in.  Our sticker chart has added some first book list students with 10 books.  Those added with their first list of 10 books are:  Owen, Savannah, Zachary, Isaiah, Olive, and Kaytlin. That’s  a great start.  Keep it up!  

**IMPORTANT EVENT--Next Friday, we’re going to celebrate Teddy Bear Day.  The children are asked to bring a Teddy Bear to school.  (If you don’t have a bear, another stuffed animal will do).  We’re going to have several activities with our bears to end “B” week.  IF your child has an article of clothing with bears on it, have them wear that next Friday also.  Do not feel like you have to go out and buy something “bearish” for your child to wear, but if it is available, wear it on Friday.  I hope that it will be a “beary” special day Next FRIDAY.

Next week, the Happy Sacks will come home with: Zachary, SeRiah, Savannah, and Owen. These are Show and Tell bags, but for the first few times through the class, we also use them to help us with our letter sounds, so the children will be asked to put something special that begins with “Bb” in the bag--one or two special items.  We’re looking forward to seeing what you find with the “B” sound.  They are due back anytime that week.  An attached note will help with ideas.

The Apple Book has begun to make its way around the class.  Please get it returned as soon as possible so that it can get to everyone this month.  This will be a good “get acquainted” activity.  Add it to your list.

There is a BOOK ORDER FORM in today’s folder.  Scholastic has a nice selection of inexpensive books.  If you’d like to order, these order forms are due by THURSDAY—September 6.  Please turn in your order form WITH A CHECK/Money order made out to Scholastic.   We do not do the online ordering.  I know that should be easier, but we had some bad experiences with that.  The orders always have been good doing it as a class via the phone.

Parents, it is perfectly fine for you to walk your child to the class, and help them to get settled, but THEY should be getting into the habit of getting their own things out, turning in their papers, etc.  THEN, you need to go, so that they can begin their day.  School is dismissed at 3:20.  If you regularly pick your child up early, they are missing out on part of their day.  

Mark your calendar—Don’t forget that the kindergartners sing in church Oct. 14, 8:15 AM service.  Please plan on getting your child there so that they can join us. 

***Please remember to record Church and Sunday School attendance in the red folders. 

Today, your child brought home a book from the ALS Library.  The children are allowed to go to our library once per week, and check out one book.  It is due back BY next Friday, but can be returned as soon as you are finished with it.  
THEY ARE LOOKING FOR ANYONE WHO WOULD BE INTERESTED IN STAFFING THE LIBRARY ON FRIDAYS.  It is Open from 8:30 AM until Noon.  If you can help out any Friday—the entire time, or a portion of that time, please contact Sarah Brown at 314-757-0522 or email her at traffordbrown@yahoo.com    If you are able to help, and would rather contact me, and have me pass the information on, I can do that.  

Each day, we close with prayer.  The first prayer that we are learning would also make a good bedtime prayer.  We don’t all know it perfectly, but we’re getting there.  The words are:  Jesus Savior, wash away, all that has been wrong today.  Help me everyday to be, good and gentle, more like Thee.  AMEN. (We sing this, but the children could also SAY it.  

Have a nice weekend—No school on Monday!  Early dismissal next Friday.

Don’t forget the folders and Book Buddies returned on Tuesday, and Bear Day on Friday.  

Tuesday is the first APTO meeting of the year.  It begins in the church “Family  Room” at 7:30 PM.  They have great things planned.  COME, and BE A PART.  Keep saving those box tops.  





